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                                   - AGENDA  
 

 
October 21, 2014  •  Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Town Hall  •  Starting Time: 7:30PM 

 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• 075 14 Council President: Proclamation – November Pancreatic Cancer Month 
• 073 14 Councilor Owens: Haunted Hayride - Friday, October 24th   
• 081 14 Councilor Hume: Library – The Legend of Sleepy Hollow - Thursday, October 23rd   
• 076 14 Councilor Kokoros: Thanks-for-Giving Food Drive  
• 078 14 Councilor Kokoros: Haunted House Highlands/Liberty Schools  
• 077 14 Councilor Kokoros: Braintree Christmas Party, December 11, 2014 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• October 7, 2014 
 
 

 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
• 079 14 Council President: Election Workers: Marta Googins/Carolyn Loud 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORSTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
None 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• 071 14 (A) Council President: Re-Appointment of Town Auditor  
• 071 14 (B) Council President: Re-Appointment of Outside Auditor  
• 14 059 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Hollingsworth Playground or take up 

any action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
• 14 060 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Elm Street Cemetery or take up any 

action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
• 14 063 National Grid: Petition - Sycamore Road or take up any action relative thereto  
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NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
Refer to Committee on Ordinance & Rules 
• 14 066 Mayor: Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw Relating to Signs 
 
Refer to Committee on Ways & Means 
• 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology 
• 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair 
 
Refer to Committee on Public Safety 
• 080 14 Councilor Kokoros: Review town response of recent Ebola scare & review towns future policy & 

procedures 
 

 
 
 

Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
Committee on Public Safety -  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2014 @ 6:30pm 
Committee on Ways & Means -  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2014 @ 7:00pm 
COUNCIL -  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2014 @ 7:30pm 
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT       
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October 7, 2014  
 

MINUTES 
 

A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on 
Tuesday, October 7, 2014 beginning at 7:34p.m.  
 

Council President Bowes was in the chair. 
 

The Clerk of the Council conducted the roll call. 
 

Present: Thomas Bowes, President 
Sean Powers, Vice President 
Shannon Hume  
Stephen O’Brien 
Michael Owens 
Paul Dan Clifford (left @8:57pm) 
Charles Kokoros 
John Mullaney 
Charles Ryan 

 

Others: James Casey, Town Clerk 
 Eric Kinsherf, Town Auditor 
 James Powers, Powers & Sullivan, CPA 
 Michael Nelligan, Powers & Sullivan, CPA 
 Ed Spellman, Finance Director 
 Ann Toland, Marge Crispin Center 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• 060 14 Council President: Recognition – Ann Toland. Council President Bowes read the recognition 

certificate for Ann Toland.  She came to the podium and stated I grew up and raised my family in 
Braintree.  It is such a wonderful community.  It is a privilege and I thank you all very much. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• September 16, 2014 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORSTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
• 071 14 Council President: Discussion – Contracts Expiring for Town Auditor/Outside Auditor 
 

At 8:07pm Council President stated we will hear from our Auditors.  There will be no vote tonight.  It 
will take place at our next Council Meeting on October 21st or at the latest November 5th. 
James Powers, CPA with Powers & Sullivan stated we have experienced people and offer to keep our 
price to the same thru the next three years.  Michael Nelligan, CPA with Powers & Sullivan stated we 
have never billed the Town for additional costs beyond what was agreed upon. 
Ed Spellman, Finance Director stated Powers & Sullivan do a great job for the Town of Braintree and 
its residents over the years.  A great benefit is they provide history.  In my opinion I would 
renew/extend their contract. 
Councilor O’Brien asked why a bill for $7,000 was received late and paid.  James Powers stated this 
was a missed clerical error for CAFR fee of $7,000.  The work was done but the bill did not get sent in 
time for that fiscal year. 
Councilor Owens left the Chambers at 8:35pm to return at 8:37pm. 
 
At 8:42pm Eric Kinsherf, Town Auditor came to the podium.  Council President stated we will 
appropriately vote on this at our next meeting or by November 5th.  Eric Kinsherf stated he makes sure 
Town Council has all information to make the right decisions. He said what I am proud of is that I have 
been able to provide a benefit to the town.  My contract has never exceeded the $74,000. 
 
Councilor Kokoros left the Chambers at 8:39pm to return at 8:41pm 
Councilor Clifford left for the evening at 8:57pm. 
 

• 072 14 Councilor Mullaney: Discussion – Council Chambers 
 

Councilor Mullaney stated earlier in the evening the Committee on Council Chambers held a meeting 
and would like to re-configure the desk to a “U” shape.   
Council President asked Clerk of the Council to get Tom Whalen, DPW Director to re-configure the 
table. 
Councilor Mullaney asked what if we move to Johnson Chambers for smaller meetings. 
Council President stated it is not equipped by BECAM but we can look into it. 
Councilor Kokoros stated there are rules about the Council Chambers.  This is our specific space and 
the Clerk of the Council oversees this space. 
Councilor Powers stated additional speakers may help.  
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• 046 14 Town Clerk: Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association Conference Report 
 

As required by Town Council Travel Policy Rules James Casey, Town Clerk provided an overview of 
his attendance at the Town Clerk Conference.  Town Clerk Casey attended the following 
conferences: Introduction to Liquor Enforcement and Detecting Counterfeit ID’s;  and 
Massachusetts Town Clerks’ Association where he attended a General Code meeting, State Election 
Prep course and Challenges to Voter Registration. 
Council President suggested Town Clerk, James Casey be on the Council Agenda for November 5 to 
come and walk us thru what happened with the elections and if there were any issues or any 
positives. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
• 14 058 Appointment – Crystal Evans to the Commission on Disabilities 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• 14 062 Town Clerk: Call of the Election, November 4, 2014 (SAME NIGHT ACTION REQUIRED) 

 
Council President Bowes stated if there are no objections we will take up Order 14 062.  No members 
objected. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 
Refer to Committee on Ways & Means 
• 14 059 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Hollingsworth Playground or take 

up any action relative thereto  
• 14 060 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Elm Street Cemetery or take up 

any action relative thereto  
 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 059 & 14 060 to the Committee on Ways & Means. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 059 & 14 060 to committee  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 
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Refer to Committee on Department of Public Works 
• 14 063 National Grid: Petition - Sycamore Road or take up any action relative thereto  
 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 063 to the Committee on Department of Public Works. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 063 to committee  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT    
 

It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:30p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan M. Cimino 
Clerk of the Council 

 
Documents provided for Meeting 

 
• September 16, 2014 Council Minutes 
• 060 14 Council President: Recognition – Ann Toland 
• Town Auditor Contracts/Costs 
• Outside Auditor Contracts/Costs 
• Town Clerk: Call of the Election November 4, 2014 
• Town Clerk: Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association Conference Report 
• 14 058 Appointment – Crystal Evans to the Commission on Disabilities  
• 14 059 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Hollingsworth Playground  
• 14 060 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Elm Street Cemetery  
• 14 063 National Grid: Petition Sycamore Road 

 



Braintree, Massachusetts Proclamation 
RESOLUTION 
 
Declaring the month of November “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month” in the Town of 
Braintree, Massachusetts. 
 
WHEREAS in 2014, an estimated 46,420 people will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 
the United States and 39,590 will die from the disease; 
 
WHEREAS pancreatic cancer is one of the deadliest cancers, is currently the fourth leading 
cause of cancer death in the United States and is projected to become the second by 2020;  
 
WHEREAS pancreatic cancer is the only major cancer with a five-year relative survival rate 
in the single digits at just six percent; 

 
WHEREAS when symptoms of pancreatic cancer present themselves, it is generally late 
stage, and 73 percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first year of their diagnosis 
while 94 percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first five years; 
 
WHEREAS approximately 920 deaths will occur in Massachusetts in 2014; 
 
WHEREAS the Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act was signed into law in 2013, which calls 
on the National Cancer Institute to develop a scientific framework, or strategic plans, for 
pancreatic cancer and other deadly cancers, which will help provide the strategic direction 
and guidance needed to make true progress against these diseases; and   
 
WHEREAS, it will be very difficult to leverage the opportunities that come out of the scientific 
framework developed as a result of the Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act unless sustained 
and adequate funding is provided to the National Institutes of Health and National Cancer 
Institute; and  
 
WHEREAS federal funding for medical research is critical to job protection and creation in 
Massachusetts; and 
 
WHEREAS the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is the national organization serving the 
pancreatic cancer community in Braintree and nationwide through a comprehensive 
approach that includes public policy, research funding, patient services, and public 
awareness and education related to developing effective treatments and a cure for 
pancreatic cancer; 
 
WHEREAS the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and its affiliates in Braintree support those 
patients currently battling pancreatic cancer, as well as to those who have lost their lives to 
the disease, and are committed to nothing less than a cure;  
 
WHEREAS the good health and well-being of the residents of Braintree are enhanced as a 
direct result of increased awareness about pancreatic cancer and research into early 
detection, causes, and effective treatments; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council with Mayor Joseph C. Sullivan designate the month of 
November 2014 as “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month” in the Town of Braintree, 
Massachusetts. 
 



 
 

            

                Mayor Joseph C. Sullivan  
                           invites you to                                                                
 
 
 

 
 

                                                           Braintree’s 6th Annual 
Haunted Hayride 

Friday, October 24th, 2014 
BRAINTREE MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE 

101 Jefferson Street 
6:30pm - 9:30pm 

Postponement Hotline (781) 843-6513 EXT. 2 
(RAIN DATE:  Saturday, October 25th – same time) 

 

Cost: Adults $10.00 - Children $6.00 (Age 3 and under – free) 

 
 
 
 

Only Braintree Residents may purchase tickets Sept 24th thru October 8th
 

 
 
 
 

 

“Cash Only-NO CHECKS” 
APPROXIMATE RIDE DEPARTURE TIMES WILL BE LISTED ON EACH TICKET                                           

“Creepy Creatures Come Out at Night on the Golf Course” 
Come See, if you DARE! 

All kids must be accompanied by an adult on this scary ride. 
Food Concession Stand will be open for business. 

Heated Clubhouse w/ Restrooms will be open to the public. 
Tickets may be pre-purchased (no phone orders) at: 

The Braintree Recreation Office 
                                85 Quincy Ave, Braintree, MA (Hours 9:00am – 4:00pm) 

For more information call: (781) 794-8901 

This ride will be limited to the first 500 tickets sold 
   
 
 
 

                    This Event is co-sponsored by The Braintree Municipal Golf Course and the Mayor’s Office. 
T a  

 







ATTENTION TOWN HALL DEPARTMENTS! 

ANNOUNCING THE FIRST ANNUAL! 

THANKS- for-GIVING! 
Can Food Drive! 

All Town Hall Departments are challenged to collect the 
most non-perishable food items between 

 September 1st – November 14th 

All donations will be delivered to the  

Braintree Food Pantry, 76 Pond Street 

First Place is Lunch for the Winning Department! 

Along with the admiration of your peers 

and the sincere appreciation of those in need! 

Weekly totals will be announced to keep things interesting! 

Good Luck To All! 























































































































85 Quincy Ave, Braintree, MA  02184    Telephone: 781-794-8010    Fax: 781-356-6803 

   
       Joseph C. Sullivan, Mayor 
 
 
 
 

                     E
ngineering   
Division   

Robert P. Campbell, 
PE, PTOE, Town 

Engineer 
rcampbell@braintreema.gov  

John J. Morse, Assistant Town Engineer 
jmorse@braintreema.gov 

Memo . 
    Date:   October 3, 2014 
    To:    Susan M. Cimino, Clerk of the Council

From:  Bob Campbell 
CC:  Tom Whalen, John Morse, Steve O’Brien 
RE:  National Grid Gas Main Petition, 14-063 
***************************************************************************************** 

The DPW has reviewed the subject petition and the accompanying sketch for the new 
gas main location and have the following recommendations:   
 

14-063–Sycamore Road, install and maintain 1150 feet of 2 inch gas main from the 
existing 2 inch main at house # 27 southerly to house # 121, also to service house 
numbers 81, 90, 91, 101, 110 and 111  Sycamore Road.  This street is not under 
moratorium and no Town construction is pending this year.  The streets in this area are 
tentatively programmed for the next three-year “100 Roads Program” to begin in 2017.  We’d 
recommend that the petition be granted under the normal conditions, with emphasis on the 
requirements that the gas main be laid outside of the trench of the water mains in service and 
that the trench pavement not be left low for any length of time.  We also recommend that the 
following requirement be added to the permit, if it is to be granted: 

 
“Neither National Grid nor any of its contractors is authorized to close any street or to close 

a direction of travel to facilitate their work without authorization from the Director of the 
Department of Public Works or the Highway Superintendant.  The Chief of Police can also 
authorize a closure for a police or fire emergency.  Construction zone traffic safety issues are 
to be addressed by using appropriate traffic control signs and devices and the use of police 
officers for traffic control to safely guide traffic through the work zone.  If a closure is 
authorized by the DPW, it shall not be implemented until signs and police officers (where 
needed) are properly in place in conformity with the written plan prepared by the contractor’s 
engineer and approved by the DPW and Police Department.” 

 
 
Bob Campbell 
Town Engineer 

BRAINTREE DEPARTM   
PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 

mailto:twhalen@beld.net
mailto:jmorse@braintreema.gov


     

Your hometown electric and broadband department 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                          

    

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Susan M. Cimino 

Clerk of the Council                                                                                                                                                                                 

One JFK Memorial Drive 

Braintree, MA 02184 

    

 

 

Dear Ms. Cimino:  

 

Please see the below comments for the National Grid Gas Petitions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns.  

 

    

Sincerely, 

    

 
 

Sean Murphy 

Electric Operations Supervisor/Field Engineer 

Office: 781.348.1071 

Cell: 617.212.4786 

 

 

 

 
150 Potter Road 

Braintree, MA 02184 
www.beld.com 
781.348.BELD 

781.348.1003 fax 



14 063 

National Grid Petition – Sycamore Road 

Staff Recommendations 

To install and maintain approximately 1150 feet, more or less of 2 inch gas 
main in Sycamore Road, Braintree.  From the existing 2 inch gas main at 
house #27, easterly to house #121 to serve houses #81, #90, #91, #101, 
#110, #111 and #121.  To include the following staff recommendations: 
 
BELD:  Engineering has reviewed petition #14 063 Sycamore Road.  Please 
be advised there is a 15kV underground circuit within the proposed scope of 
work.  This is a concrete encased line to be identified and marked through 
the Digsafe notification process.  Additional drawings and information can 
be issued through the BELD Engineering Department. 

DPW:  This street is not under moratorium and no Town construction is 
pending this year.  The streets in this area are tentatively programmed for 
the next three-year “100 Roads Program” to begin in 2017.  We’d 
recommend that the petition be granted under the normal conditions, with 
emphasis on the requirements that the gas main be laid outside of the 
trench of the water mains in service and that the trench pavement not be 
left low for any length of time.  We also recommend that the following 
requirement be added to the permit, if it is to be granted: 

Neither National Grid nor any of its contractors is authorized to close any street or to close a 
direction of travel to facilitate their work without authorization from the Director of the 
Department of Public Works or the Highway Superintendant.  The Chief of Police can also 
authorize a closure for a police or fire emergency.  Construction zone traffic safety issues are 
to be addressed by using appropriate traffic control signs and devices and the use of police 
officers for traffic control to safely guide traffic through the work zone.  If a closure is 
authorized by the DPW, it shall not be implemented until signs and police officers (where 
needed) are properly in place in conformity with the written plan prepared by the contractor’s 
engineer and approved by the DPW and Police Department. 
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