DETACHED ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU) WATER & SEWER REQUIREMENTS/F.A.Q.’s
Prior to the issuance of a Building Permit to construct a detached Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), approval of the Braintree Water & Sewer Department will be required.    In order to secure this approval, a plan describing the method by which water and sewer connections between the primary dwelling unit and the Accessory Dwelling Unit will need to be attached to the application for a Building Permit.    Additionally, permits from the Braintree Water & Sewer Department will need to be secured prior to Building Permit issuance.
Water & Sewer Connection Plan F.A.Q.’s:

Who can prepare this plan?   Either a Massachusetts Registered Engineer or Massachusetts Licensed Plumber may prepare this plan.

What does this plan need to show?

- The plan must show both the primary and accessory structures.

- The proposed location of both water and sewer lines running between primary and accessory structures.

- The type of pipe to be utilized, along with size, intended depth of burial and lateral distance between water

   and sewer lines.   Please note:   the Braintree Water & Sewer Department requires a minimum depth for all 

   water lines at 4’-6”.    Sewer lines must be at least 1’-6” below the water line and must be separated laterally 

   from the water line by a minimum of 10-’0”.
-The location of the water sub-metering device, which must be located within the primary dwelling.

-The location and method of connection between the existing sewer line and proposed sewer line from 

  the accessory structure.

The adequacy of the existing water services will be determined by the Braintree Plumbing & Gas Inspector.   This determination will be based upon the total number of fixture units relating to the total number of plumbing appliances, in both the primary and the accessory structures.    It will be the responsibility of the applicant to provide the Plumbing & Gas Inspector with the total number and types of plumbing fixtures, in both the existing dwelling and proposed accessory dwelling unit.
Any lead water service lines on the property MUST be replaced during this construction period.   Clay sewer lines on the property must be replaced, if the proposed sewer line is to be connected to the existing sewer line outside of the primary dwelling.
Required Permits/Inspections
Water & Sewer Residential Construction Permit Review Application – This application must be submitted to the Braintree Water & Sewer Department for the assessment of sewer fees relating to the creation of new bedrooms in the Accessory Dwelling Unit.    An architectural floor plan describing the proposed layout of the accessory dwelling unit must be provided.
Plumbing Permit – While not required prior to the issuance of a Building Permit, this permit is required to be obtained prior to the installation of new water and sewer lines running between primary and accessory structures.

Repair/Replacement Permit – If a new water or sewer line is required, this permit must be obtained from the Braintree Water & Sewer Department, and attached to the Building Permit Application.   Any work involving the replacement of water or sewer lines must be performed by a licensed contractor, who is bonded with the Town of Braintree.
Inspections – All work related to the replacement of water and sewer lines from the street to the primary dwelling must be inspected and approved by the Braintree Water & Sewer Department.   All water and sewer lines from the accessory dwelling unit to the primary dwelling unit must be inspected and approved by the Braintree Plumbing & Gas Inspector.   Prior to occupancy, the water sub-metering device must be inspected by a licensed plumber and the “Massachusetts Department of Public Health-Submetering of Water and Sewer Certification Form” completed and submitted to the Braintree Health Department.
