
   

 



   

Table of Contents 
 
Section 1: Plan Summary        1 
 
Section 2: Introduction        2 
  Statement of Purpose       2 
  Planning Process and Public Participation    2 
  Enhanced Outreach       3 
 
Section 3: Community Setting       4 
  Regional Setting       4 
  History of Community       6 
  Population Characteristics      7 
  Growth and Development      16 
 
Section 4: Environmental Inventory      19 
  Geology, Soils, Topography      19 
  Landscape Character       22 
  Water Resources       22 
  Vegetation         32 
  Fisheries and Wildlife       35 
  Scenic Resources and Unique Environments    38 
  Environmental Challenges      42 
 
Section 5:  Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 47  
  Lands of Interest       48 
  Description of Major Open Space     49 
 
Section 6: Community Vision       59 
  Description of Process      59 
  Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals   59 
 
Section 7:  Analysis of Needs       60 
  Summary of Resource Protection Needs    60 
  Summary of Community Needs     61 
  Management Needs       65 
 
Section 8: Goals and Objectives       67 
 
Section 9: Seven Year Action Plan      68 
 
 
 
 



   

Maps 
 
Regional Context         5 
Population Density         12 
Environmental Justice         14 
Zoning            18 
Soils           20 
Watershed          23 
Water Resources         25 
Water Resources ς Drinking Water Supply Areas     26 
Water Resources ς FEMA Flood Hazard Areas     30 
Unique and Scenic Resources        41 
Environmental Challenges         45 
Open Space Lands         57 
Action Plan Map         72 
 
 
Appendices  
 
Appendix A 

List of Town-owned open space  

Appendix B: 

ADA Access Self-Evaluation 

Part 1: Administrative Requirements 

1. Designation of ADA Coordinator 

2. Grievance Procedure 

3. ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ 

 
Part 2: Property Inventory  
 

Appendix C       to be provided after review 

Letters of Review/Acceptance 

 Mayor of Braintree 

 Braintree Planning Board 

 Metropolitan Area Planning Council  



Braintree Open Space and Recreation Plan                                                                                           Page 1 of 76 
 

 
This Plan reflects .ǊŀƛƴǘǊŜŜΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘo increase the 
open space available to its residents.  Braintree acknowledges the value of open space for 
recreation, health and wellness, biological diversity and environmental quality.  This plan 
continues the ongoing efforts by the Town of Braintree to enhance and protect its natural areas 
and maintain accessible parks and recreational areas.  
 
Sections 2, 3 and 4 of this Plan provide important background information on the Town, 
including history, demographic information, development patterns and the natural 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 
present open spaces and recreation facilities, contained in Section 5.  Based on public input, 
{ŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ с ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ у ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ recreational needs and outlines 
community priorities.  Finally, the Action Plan in Section 9 provides a prioritized five-year 
program to address the identified goals: 
 
 Goal 1:  Protect Remaining Undeveloped Open Space 

Goal 2:  Improve Parks, Playgrounds and Fields 
Goal 3:  Provide More Opportunity for Outdoor Activity- Trails, Water Access 
Goal 4:  Improve Ecological Function ƻŦ .ǊŀƛƴǘǊŜŜΩǎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

 
Since the last plan was completed in 2009 the Town has made improvements to trail systems at 
Town CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǘƻƴΩǎ tƻƴŘ !ǊŜŀΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
(Highlands Playground) and improved a playground at Hollingsworth Park, built the splash pad 
at Watson Park and made water quality improvements for Sunset Lake. The plan builds upon 
ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ  
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A. Statement of Purpose 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
recreational resources and to inform decision making about open space and recreation land 
and opportunities in Braintree over the next five to seven years.  The plan and the planning 
process are intended to increase awareness ƻŦ .ǊŀƛƴǘǊŜŜΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǇǊƛorities for potential land acquisition and land management.  

 
B.  Planning Process and Public Participation   
 
Two public forums were held and an online map survey was conducted.  The forums were 
ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ neighborhood social media outlets and 
through civic associations.  The local newspaper, the Patriot Ledger, published articles about 
the process on September 22, 2017 and on November 9, 2017.  
 
The first forum was on September 28, 2017 at Braintree Town Hall.  Approximately 40 people 
attended and were able to view large maps of existing open space areas and also break into 
groups to discuss and mark up maps in response to queǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέΦ    
 
The online map survey went live on November 1, 2017 and ran through December 1, 2017.  The 
map was aerial photo based with existing open space areas noted.  The map allowed for people 
to pin comments at specific locations to help identify acquisition priorities, areas needing 
improvements, suggested amenities, or simply areas people enjoy visiting.  
 
A second public forum was held on December 11 to review common themes identified in the 
first forum and by the online map and refine priorities.  
 

SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION 
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September 28, 2017 Public Forum 
 

C. Enhanced Outreach to Environmental Justice Populations 
 

As part of the lead up to the fall, 2017 public forums and online map there was an extensive 
neighborhood outreach effort to inform the public of the Open Space and Recreation Plan 
update process.  Walks and events at various trails, parks and conservation areas were held 
throughout 2016.  This included several events at parks and conservation areas in 
Environmental Justice areas with a focus on determining needs in those areas.   Additionally, 
the public forums were held at Town Hall which is located in an Environmental Justice Area. 
Notice of events was given to neighborhood associations and community organizers.  
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A. Regional Setting 
 
Only 10 miles south of Boston and within Norfolk County, Braintree is a mature άƛƴƴŜǊ ǊƛƴƎέ 
suburb of Boston.  Braintree provides easy access to Boston and surrounding towns and to the 
South Shore through the major highways, Route 93 and Route 3, as well as the MBTA Red Line 
and Greenbush commuter rail.  While Braintree has had strong residential development, there 
is a well-established pattern of commercial development along these transportation routes and 
the secondary highways (Route 37 and Route 53) through the Town. The intensity of this 
commercial use and its associated traffic impacts is one of the defining features of the Town.   
 
Braintree is part of the Southern New England Coastal Plains and Hills ecoregion and part of the 
Weymouth Fore River watershed, which in turn is part of the Boston Harbor watershed.  The 
Fore River provides access to Boston Harbor. 
 
Braintree shares several natural resources with neighboring towns.  The drinking water 
reservoirs and treatment system are shared with Randolph and Holbrook.   These resources are 
managed by the Tri Town Water Board, which is composed of a representative of each of the 
three communities.  The Great Pond reservoir in Braintree is part of the river herring 
restoration efforts the Town is undertaking with the Division of Marine Fisheries. 
 
The northwest area of Braintree borders on the 3000 acre Blue Hills Reservation.  The bulk of 
the reservation land is located in the surrounding towns of Quincy and Milton but a portion of 
the Reservation is located in Braintree and separated from the rest by Route 93. 
 
A 320-acre open space area, Pond Meadow Park, is shared with Weymouth. The park was 
created as part of an Army Corps of Engineers flood ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ to prevent 
flooding in the Weymouth Landing area which is shared by both communities. 
 
One of the most significant open space areas is the state-designated Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC). The Cranberry Brook ACEC includes approximately 1050 acres 
of land associated with the Cranberry Brook Watershed.  This includes a mix of private and 
public land.   Protected areas within the ACEC include the Cranberry Pond Conservation Area,  
the Devon Woods Conservation Restriction land, Braintree Town Forest and Holbrook Town 
Forest.  A trail connects the Cranberry Town Forest to the Holbrook Town Forest.  The large 
block of open space connects from this area through Holbrook and Weymouth all the way to 
Ames Norwell State Park in Abington.   
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