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This Plameflects. NI A Y i NBES Q48 RS&ANB (2 LINDinGdAsethEEA &G A Y 3
open space available to its residents. Braintree acknowledges the value of open space for
recreation, health and wellness, biological dsity and environmental qualityThis plan

continues the ongoing efforts by the Town of Braintreeetdhance and protect its natural areas

and maintain accessible parks and recreational areas.

Sections 2, 3 and 4 of this Plan provide important background informatidheomown,

including history, demographic information, development patterns and thenah
SYGANRYYSYy(od CKAA AYTF2NXIGAZ2Y KSfLA G2 GKS a
present open spaces and recreation facilities, contained in Section 5. Based on public input,
{SOGA2ya ¢ GKNRdAdAK y A RSyl leddatotaknSedstaddioytiDes T dzil dz
community priorities. Finally, the Action Plan in Section 9 provides a prioritizegeare

program to address thalentified goals:

Goal 1: Protect Remaining Undeveloped Open Space

Goal 2: Improve Parg, Playgroundsnd Fields

Goal 3: Provide MoreOpportunity for Outdoor Activity Trails, Water Access

Goal 4: Improve Ecological Functigh¥ . NI AYGNBSQA bl Gdz2NI £ w

Since the last plan was completed in 2009 the Town has made improvements to trail systems at
TownC2NBaid FyR 9Fid2yQa t2yR ! NBI X LlJzotAaKSR |
(Highlands Playground) and improved a playground at Hollingsworth Park, built the splash pad

at Watson Park and made water quality improvements for Sunset Lake. The planuipaiids

GKAa 62N)] YR ARSYUAFASE FRRAGAZ2YIFE | OGAZ2Y A
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SECTIOR: INTRODUCTION

A. Statement of Purpose

CKAA LXIYy Aa AYGSYRSR (42 06S I O2YLINBKSyaiagsS a
recreational resources and toform decision raking about open space and recreation land

and opportunities in Braintree over the nefke to sevenyears. The planand the planning
processareintended toincrease awarene ¥ . N} AyiNBSQa ljdza S SEGSya
YR NXB Tt S O loritigskds poterftia @ acquisiidn and land management.

B. Planning Process and Public Participation

Two public forums were held and an online map survey was condudiee forums were
FROSNIAASR 2y GKS (2 ¢ yepybohb&lsodidl meslialtidtsaddSt t a O
through civic assaations The local newspaper, the Patriot Ledgaublished articlesbout

the process on September 22, 2017 and on November 9, 2017.

The first forum was on September 28, 2017 at Braintree Town HallcoRipately 40 people

attended and were able to view large maps of existing open space areas and also break into

groups todiscuss andnark up maps inresponsetociigl A 2y 4 A dzOK & agKEFdG N
LINE GSOGAZ2Y 2NJ AYLINR@GSYSyi¢o

Theonline map survey werive on November 1, 2017 and ran through December 1, 2017. The
map was aerial photo based with existing open space areas ndtbd map allowed for people

to pin comments at specific locations to help identify acquisition priorities, areas needing
improvements, suggested amenities, or simply areas people enjoy visiting.

A second public forum was held on Decembetdlieview common themes identified in the
first forum and by the online map and refine priorities.
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September 28, 207 Public Forum

C. |Bhanced Outreacho Environmental Justice Papations

As part of the lead up to the fall, 2@ public forums and online mdpere was an extensive
neighborhood outreach effortio inform the public of the Open Space and Recreation Plan
update process Waksand eventsat various trails, parks and conservation areas were held
throughout 2016. This included seveeakntsat parks and conservation aresms
Environmental Justice areas with a focus on determining needs in those afehktionally,
the publc forums were held at Town Hathich is located in an Environmental Justice Area.
Notice of events was given to neighborhood associatasms community organizers
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SECTIOR: COMMUNITY SETTING

A. Regional Setting

Only 10 miles south of Bost@md within Norfék County Braintree isamaturd A Y Y SNJ NR y 3 ¢
suburbof Boston Braintreeprovides easy access to Boston and surrounding towns and to the

South Shore througthe major highwaysRoute93 and Route 3, as well as the MBTA Red Line

and Greenbush commuter faiwWhile Braintreehas had strong residential development, there

is a weHestablished pattern of commercial development alongglgansportation routes and

the secondary highway@&Route 37 and Route 58)roughthe Town. The intensity of this
commerciduse andts associated traffic impacts one of thedefining features of the Town.

Braintree is part of thé&uthern New Englan@oastalPainsand Hills ecregion and part of the
Weymouth Fore River watershed, which in turn is part of the Bostohdtavatershed. The
Fore Riveprovides access to Boston Harbor.

Braintree shares severaaturalresources with neighboring towns. THenking water
reservoirs and treatment system are shamgih Randolph and HolbrookThese resources are
managed bythe Tri Town Water Boaravhich is composed of a representative of each of the
three communities. The GaePond reservoir in Braintrdas part of the river herring
restoration efforts the Town is undertaking with the Division of Marine Fisheries.

The rorthwest area oBraintree borders on the 3000 acre Blue Hills Reservatidre bulk of
the reservation land ikcated in thesurroundingtowns of Quincy and Milton but a portion of
the Reservation is located in Braintree and separated from the resbbte®3.

A 30-acreopen space aredond Meadow Brk,is shared with Weymouthlhe park was
created as part of an Army Corps of Engineers flogly i N2 f LINR 2t @aéventh y (K S
flooding in the Weymouth Landing arednich is shared by both commuies.

One of the most significant open space areas issthge-designated Area of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACE@)e Cranberry Brook ACEC includes approximately 1050 acres
of land associated with the Cranberry BkoWatershed. This includesrax of private and

public land Protected areas within the ACEC incltideCranberry Pon€onservatiorArea,

the Devon Woods Conservation Restriction laBidintree Town Forestnd Holbrook Town
Forest A trail connects the Cranberry Town Forest to H@brook Town ForestThelarge

blockof open spaceonnectsfrom this area through Holbrook and Weymouth all the vay
AmesNorwell State Park in Abington.
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